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CLAIMS 



1. A system for recording for reuse, at least one test 
event and at least one associated response, said system 
comprising: an application program for testing at least 
one function of a component to be tested: 

a communication protocol for sending by said 
application program, said at least one test event to 
said component and receiving from said component, 
said at least one associated response; 

storage for storing by a tracer, said at least 
one test event and said at least one associated 
response, in a trace file; 

an analyser for analysing said trace file; 

an extractor for extracting at least one 
minimum set of test events from said trace file, 
wherein said at least one minimum set generates said 
at least one associated response; and 

said storage being further adapted to store 
said at least one minimum set and said at least one 
associated response. 



2. A system as claimed in claim 1, in which said 
analyser comprises means for determining whether said 
trace file is empty. 
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3. A system as claimed in claim 1, in which said 
analyser comprises means for parsing said at least one 
test event . 

4. A system as claimed in claim 1, in which said 
analyser comprises means for creating at least one 
reusable program comprising said at least one minimum set 
and said at least one associated response. 

5. A system as claimed in claim 4, in which said 
analyser comprises means for adding said at least one 
reusable program to said storage . 

6. A system as claimed in claim 1, in which two or more 
reusable programs share said at least one test event . 

7. A system as claimed in claim 6, in which if said 
shared at least one test event generates two or more 
associated responses, said system further comprises means 
for invoking a rule for logging one of said two or more 
reusable programs . 

8. A system as claimed in claim 1, in which said 
component to be tested is at least one of a hardware 
component or a software component . 

9. A method for recording for reuse, at least one test 
event and at least one associated response, for use in a 
system comprising: an application program for testing at 
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least one function of a component to be tested, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

sending by said application program, said at 
least one test event to said component and receiving 
from said component, said at least one associated 
response ; 

storing said at least one test event and said 
at least one associated response in a trace file; 

analysing said trace file; 

extracting at least one minimum set of test 
events from said trace file, wherein said at least 
one minimum set generates said at least one 
associated response; and 

storing said at least one minimum set and said 
at least one associated response. 

10. A method as claimed in claim 9, in which said 
analysing step further comprises a step of determining 
whether said trace file is empty. 

11. A method as claimed in claim 9, in which said 
analying step further comprises a step of parsing said at 
least one test event . 
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12. A method as claimed in claim 9, in which said 
analysing step further comprises a step of creating at 
least one reusable program comprising said at least one 
minimum set and said at least one associated response. 

13. A method as claimed in claim 12, in which said 
analysing step further comprises a step of adding said at 
least one reusable program to said storage . 

14. A method as claimed in claim 9, in which two or more 
reusable programs share said at least one test event. 

15. A method as claimed in claim 14, in which if said 
shared at least one test event generates two or more 
associated responses, said method further comprises a 
step of invoking a rule for logging one of said two or 
more reusable programs . 

16. A method as claimed in claim 9, in which said 
component to be tested is at least one of a hardware 
component or a software component. 

17. A computer program comprising program code means 
adapted to perform all the steps of claim 9 when said 
program is run on a computer. 



